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1. In October and Novembar 1947, 2 number of German armored forme troops 
wore captured by Tolish and Estonian partisans i: the territory be- 
tween Brast-Litovsk and iinsk. These soldiers stated that they vere 
menbers of a “Free German Force” «mich was stationed in Minsk and vas. 
agsistiny local Sovict Arny uwiits in combatting puerrdilias, The Gor. 
man force consisted not only of ‘lehrmacht veterans oricinglly in Ras- 
sien cantivity, but also of men who had returned fron Pl eamps in. tha 
United States an? had been promptly seized and carried inte Russia 
unen thoir return to their homes in eastern Gerrany. Tho Germens, 
noagt of whem were professional soldiers, hed been reeruited on a 
voluntesr basis, Seme claimed, howwer, that compulsion ranging 
from high-powered proparanda to open threats had been used in tha 

waariiiine drive, The Germans wre told tust they vould never be 
stationed in Germany, Food and equipment ware of a hich order, and 
discipline was exceptionally strict. 


2» The largest individual "free German” unit io said to be the bripade, 
with a complement of 7,000 men. The German prisoners were fenoran’ 
of the total strength of the German forces in Rucsia, but believed 
it camo to between 160,000 and 150,000 mea, Three arrored brigades, 
bearing the names "Hanimrg", "Lineburg", and "Stuttgart", had heen 
formed, The "Hamburg" brigade vac equipped with Russian T-41 tanirs, - 
while the other tuo possessed T-34's, Ib waa vuriored that a fourth 
armored brigades, the "Ninehen", had bean ocganized and consisted of 
former nembers of the Sixth SS Panzer Arey. This unit vas said te 


% 


be statiloned in the Caucasus repion. 


3a A German first lieutenant who had been captured by yartisans near 
Vilna ciained that those Filts -ho refused to enlist in the "Froe = 
German forces" vere sentenced to perform the hardest sort of Jaber 
and were assimed to the lovest ration eaterory. Enlistments in 
the "Free Gervan Forees" were for three--year periods, Reeruits 
were told that they uoild bo free to return to theatre homes in 
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Germany upon the termination of their reriods of service, but fou 
actually believe that this will be the case. 


The above-nentioned Sorman officer also told of a recruiting cam 
pairn which the Rucsians are conducting among German P's from the 
Sudetenland, East Prussia, the Polish-administerad yvegions of Gere 
many, and the Gorman colonies elsewhere in oastern Europe. These 
nen, who ean no lenger return to their old hones, are being offersd 
a new homeland fin Siberia. They are encouraged to marry those 
nurses and other female auxiliaries of the Wehrmacht who are still . 
in Russian cantivity and German women who vere seized when 

Poland and the Baltic states vere overrun in 1944. German officers 
and intellectuals are also occasionally permitted to marry selected 
Rugseian women before being sent to the new colony in Siberia. 
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